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This article lays out some of the major features of the proposed research on Catholic 
governance practices in a context of Polish post-communist social change. Firstly, it 
proposes to examine how market action in Poland was embedded in socio-normative 
structures infl uenced by Catholic social agency. In such a perspective, it is suggested that 
the attention should be paid to the role of Catholic cognitive structures in affecting social 
practices that aimed to solve the coordination problems, which were being experienced 
by market actors. Secondly, it is recognized that the proposed research should analyse 
the social control practices inspired by Catholic agency, particularly this project focuses 
on moral panic of the 1990s that was targeting new religious movements labeled as folk 
devils. The proposed research constitutes an attempt to demonstrate that moral panic may 
be seen as a struggle to impose a strict defi nition of the collective religious identity and its 
association with the national identity.
Key words: Catholicism • governance • emerging markets • social change • moral panic • 
discourse theory
ENTERING THE PROBLEM
While there have been produced many studies on the secularization/desecularization 
processes of Catholic community in Poland (see Borowik and Doktór 2001; 
Mariański 2001, 2004; Szlendak 2004) as well as studies on the intertwining legacy 
of religion and nationality (see Borowik 1997, 2002; Koseła 2003; Mandes and 
Marody 2005), very little is known about its role in governance practices. Thus the 
proposed research aims at exploring the rule setting role of Catholic community 
and examining its regulatory effects that have been established in the public sphere 
and in the fi eld of emerging markets in Poland after 1989.
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The objective of the proposed project seeks to conduct an empirical research 
reinforced by discourse analysis in effort to systematize the knowledge about 
the possible involvement of Catholic community in setting agenda/framing issue 
within the public sphere/markets sphere in Poland. The proposed project will 
employ: a) in-depth interviews with the representatives of Catholic communities 
(e.g., “Radio Maryja community”, renewal movements, traditionalist groups, 
“Catholic Inteligencia Clubs”) as well as in-depth interviews will be held with the 
Catholic business associations’ representatives, Catholic-oriented political bodies, 
Catholic social movements, expertise institutions embedded within the Catholic 
semiotic community1, b) derivative analysis of existing fi les, documents and 
research outcomes of the project “Pluralisation and Transformation of Catholic 
Community in Poland after 1989” that is being carried out at the Department 
of Religious Studies at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences, c) discourse analysis. 
The proposed project is also drawing on the research fi ndings collected within 
the international collaborative project REVACERN (Religion and Values Central 
and Eastern European Research Network) founded under the EU’s 6th Framework 
Programme. 
Interplay of religion and economy
Firstly, since Max Weber’s (1996) famous thesis on Protestant ethics and the 
spirit of capitalism it is widely acknowledged that the religious convictions may 
act as a signifi cant factor in infl uencing the shape of markets. We may indicate a 
number of publications which have recently attempted to show this interplay of 
economy and religion. Gusfi eld (1986) has elucidated the crucial role of Puritan 
doctrine that has contributed to the introduction of prohibition of the manufacture, 
transportation, import, export and sale of alcoholic beverages in the US; Zelizer 
(1979) has analyzed the role of religious convictions in her study of the emergence 
of the life insurance industry in the US; Evers and Padarayan (1993) have shown 
that religious enthusiasm may be linked with the economic growth in Singapore; 
Casanova (forthcoming) has examined the role of Opus Dei technocrats in Spain 
who in line with their religious commitment introduced successful changes in 
the economic policies of the Franco’s regime. The author of the proposed project 
seeks to contribute to the studies on the role of the normative and institutional pre-
conditions of the markets through a development of insights articulated, on the one 
hand by the classical approach of sociology, e.g., Weber (1972), Durkheim (1984), 
on the other by contemporary new economic sociologists, e.g. Beckert (2002), 
Dobbin (1994), Fligstein (2001), and show how market action in Poland after 1989 
was embedded in socio-normative structures infl uenced by Catholic social agency.
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According to Beckert (2007a) contemporary markets are demanding fi elds of 
pre-suppositional social interactions, which compel market participants to solve 
coordination problems (e.g., the value, competition and cooperation problems) and 
form stable expectations concerning social actions of the other market participants 
and expected market outcomes. In contrast to the neo-classical economy thesis 
that self-interest of market participants brings about economic equilibrium, 
Beckert (2007: 6) in line with other new economic sociologists (i.e., institutional 
approach), claims that “market actor’s stable expectations are formed by the 
structural, institutional and cultural embeddedness of market exchange”. Drawing 
on such defi ned argument, the author of the proposed project is seeking to broaden 
understanding of this tightly focused problem by conducting the empirical and 
theoretical analysis on the interplay between Catholic social structures and economy 
in Poland after 1989. Empirical objective requires systematic examination of the 
role of Catholic cognitive structures in infl uencing institutions and social practices 
that aimed to solve the coordination problems, which were being experienced by 
market actors during the Polish transitory period. 
This problem is particularly relevant when tackling the position of Catholic 
social actors who were experiencing the phenomenon of corruption, which was 
consider by many researchers as a crucial indicator in the processes of capital 
accumulation and political reproduction in Poland, but also in Central and Eastern 
Europe at large (Kubiak 2001; Kurczewski and Łaciak 2000; Holmes 1997; King 
and Szelenyi 2005). Corruption constitutes one of the major risks which imposes 
a portion of uncertainty into the arena of markets and interrupts their adaptative 
social functions. Therefore it is interesting whether Catholic agency has managed 
to contribute to restrain risks related to the wide spread corruption in Poland – i.e., 
through institutionalizing ethical standards, business codes, regulatory practices 
etc. on the micro/meso/ macro economical levels (see Dylus 2002, 2004), which 
have eventually allowed the stabilization of market participant’s expectations.
Additionally, since universal economic rationality as articulated in neoclassical 
theory has been questioned and demonstrated that economic action is embedded 
in the contingent socio-institutional structures (Dobbin 2004), this project is going 
to show the relevance of Laclau and Mouffes’s theory of discourse and concept of 
hegemonic decision-making for the scholarship of the sociology of markets (see 
Laclau and Mouffe 1985; Laclau 2005; Mouffe 2005).
Moral panics and the impact of Catholic social agents
Secondly, this project recognizes that religions are society-builder factors but at 
the same time they constitute the potential for a social confl ict (see Dawson 2003; 
Hunt 2003; Bromley 2007), thus the other objective of the project is meant to 
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elucidate the deployment of Catholic governance practices in a context of anomie 
of the early 1990s in Poland; during this period the public sphere was affected 
by various moral panics, including so called anti-cult moral panic. The author of 
the proposed project while being engaged in the REVACERN network has been 
using theoretical framework of hegemonic decision making (Laclau 1994) and 
moral panics (Cohen 1972) in order to explain dynamics of the development of 
anti-new religious movements (NRMs) hysteria, which has marked the imposition 
of successful Catholic agenda leading to social control effects (see Borowik 2006; 
Doktór 2002). 
Theory of moral panic explores the dynamics of collective concern towards an 
alleged menace to social order. According to Cohen modern societies appear to 
be subject to periods of moral panics: “a person or group of persons emerges to 
become defi ned as a threat to social values; its nature is presented in a stylized and 
stereotypical fashion by the mass media, politicians, and interest groups” (Cohen 
1972: 3). Examples of analyzed cases of moral panics include drug abuse, child 
abuse, ritual abuse, youth delinquency, threats posed by immigrants, etc. (see 
MacDonald and Merchant 1994; Waddington 1986; Thornton 1995; Buckingham 
1996). Panics serve to reassert the dominance of an established value system at a 
time of social anxiety, and folk-devils provide an external threat (see Ben Yehuda 
and Goode 1994). 
Combining moral panics and concept of hegemony may be valuable for 
examining the dynamics of reproduction of collective identities and normative 
structures (e.g., the REVACERN research has shown that hegemonic practices 
in many analyzed cases of anti-NRMs moral panic in Poland have cemented the 
conventional moral order composed from a variety of particular social subjects). 
On the other hand, in order to multi-mediated nature of the contemporary societies 
theory of moral panic needs to be revised (de Young 2004). In opinion of the 
author of the proposed project the introduction of Laclau and Mouffe’s approach 
may meet these needs (see Thornton and McRobbie 1995)2.
From the perspective that the very possibility of society is conditioned by 
its intrinsic antagonism (see Marchart 2008) the proposed research draws its 
attention to the hegemonic construction of Catholic collective wills and their 
links with political networks which were capable of exercising social control 
practices during the anomie period in the early 1990s. In line with Laclau 
and Mouffe’s hegemonic project, the author of this proposal is interested how 
particular social demands of Catholic social formation have been universalized 
through a process of articulation which has introduced the regulatory effects (see 
Laclau 1990; Mouffe 1993)3. This approach offers an understanding of practice 
of an imposition of a social-control decision by producing identifi able NRMs 
deviants. 
Rafał Smoczyński Mapping Catholic Governance Practices in Poland after 1989 127
Following Thompson (1998) and Critcher (2003) the author of the proposed 
project asserts that anti-NRMs moral panic is a moment when, in the context of 
post-Communist social change, collective moral certainty has become defi ned. 
Therefore the aim of this research is to demonstrate that anti-NRMs moral panic 
may be seen as a struggle to impose a strict defi nition of the collective religious 
identity and its association with the national identity. Research fi ndings are set 
in the broader context of signifying elements available in Central and Eastern 
European anti-cult discursive fi eld, such as the role of children in the late modern 
social control practices, medicalization and criminalization of religious deviance 
in the practice of anti-cult discourse4. 
Following the argument of Critcher (2006) that the vast number of moral panics 
is being played out on the level of the mass media the author of the proposed 
project interprets press cuttings, offi cial documents, historical records but also 
employs semi-structured questionnaires and qualitative in-depth interviews to 
collect information from participants involved in an anti-cult moral panic (e.g., 
representatives of the anti-cult movements and representatives of new religious 
movements).
Public religion and taming social antagonism
Thirdly, mapping regulatory effects imposed by Catholic community this project is 
dedicated to examine analytical hypotheses about the conditions of the possibility 
of the emergence of modern public religion in contemporary Poland. In other 
words, the proposed research seeks to investigate the transformation process of 
Polish Catholicism towards modernization and to determine either deprivatization 
of Catholicism after 1989 fi ts model of the public religion, or reversely it has 
turned into the anti-modern form of collective mobilization, which opposed the 
differentiated structure of modern society (Casanova 1994). In line with Casanova, 
the proposed research attempts to fi nd out either articulations formulated by 
Catholic social formation endeavored to abolish the frontiers between private and 
public spheres and its ideological agenda was aiming at infl uencing the political 
sphere, or deprivatization practices were situated within the sphere of civil society 
and, in this case, they represented a legitimate critique of particular forms of the 
institutionalized modernity (e.g., abortion and sexual ethics, the role of markets in 
shaping the normative systems etc). 
The integral part of this analysis will be aimed at identifying the conditions 
of transformation antagonism into agonism within the terrain of social confl ict 
related to the intersections of religion and public sphere. According to theorists 
like Mouffe (2005) opposition between antagonism and agonism provides the 
distinction between relations of enemies (antagonism) and relations of adversaries 
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(agonism). Agonistic formulation seeks to introduce “confl ictual consensus” based 
on a common symbolic terrain among legitimate opponents. Mouffe indicates that 
agonistic approach acknowledges the irreducible existence of social confl ict which 
cannot be ultimately reconciled by rational deliberation as Habermas (1998) would 
envisage this, but at the same time it demonstrates the possibility of relation where 
adversaries although accepting that there is no rational solution to their difference, 
nevertheless recognize legitimacy of their opponents. 
The proposed project plans to show the fruitfulness of the antagonistic/agonistic 
approach for understanding the rise of moral panics in Poland during the 1990s. In 
line with Mouffe’s argument the proposed project is seeking to identify the problem 
of lacking proper channels through which social confl icts related to sacred and 
values could take agonistic shape. Following this argument the project emphasizes 
that due to not available mechanism of taming moral oriented confl icts, moral 
panics in Poland used to turn into antagonistic level, what means, that they were 
being transformed into the confrontation between enemies (see Barker 1997). Such 
situations have led to the weakening of social cohesion. 
The proposed project will focus on the following questions: (i) it will seek to 
determine particular conditions of the rise of social antagonism in a given process 
of Catholic deprivatization after 1989, (ii) it will examine the emergence of social 
practices that has led to the possible taming of social confl icts, that is, it will analyze 
these strategies that have embraced the agnonistic logic, (iii) it will indicate the open 
and pluralistic nature of Catholic social formation that was not governed by the 
homogenous ideological principle. On the contrary, the proposed project is seeking 
to develop analysis on heterogeneous nature of Catholic formation that included 
groups of various persuasions (see Mariański 1998; Marody, Mandes, Trutkowski, 
Batorski, Rogaczewska 2004-2006). Careful examination of this internal clash of 
ideological positions will constitute one of the goals of the proposed project.
RELEVANCE OF THE PROJECT
Further investigations which will combine qualitative sociology, discourse analysis, 
concept of hegemony and sociology of markets should advance the state of the art 
in the fi eld of studies on religion and social change in Poland as well as enhance 
interdisciplinary interplay in the researched areas. This project is innovative 
especially when one considers the experience of contemporary social sciences 
which exposes the crisis of essentialist universalism and the absence of fi nal 
social foundations which would create the ultimate ground for a decision making 
(Laclau 1983; Mouffe 2000; Lefort 1988, 1986; Norval 2008). Deconstruction 
of foundationalism leads therefore attention of social scientists to the historical 
“contingent grounds”, hegemonic conditions of their emergence, and ethico-
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political strategies of construction of normative contours (see Howarth, Norval, 
Stavrakakis 2000). If there is no pre-given center in social (see Derrida 1987) or 
“socio-economic base” that would be able of ultimately stabilizing differential 
social structure, hegemonic political strategy gains the privileged position, as it 
constructs social relations and economic actions (Howarth and Torfi ng 2005)5. 
Taking into account the existence of undecidability and irreducible contingency 
embedded in social fi eld the proposed project aims to investigate historical 
processes that have led to the emergence of concrete forms of institutions and 
normative/cognitive structures, infl uenced by Catholic articulations. This project 
will examine the political competition between various social subjects that have 
been trying to transcend their particular positions into a universal horizon of political 
demands and the moment of Catholic decision-making, which attempted to impose 
a particular regulatory strategy within the fi eld of public sphere. The next step is to 
analyze how hegemonic decisions were translated into concrete forms of market 
regulations, behavior and preferences of market actors. The proposed project will 
also examine traces of concealment of originary political struggles and acts of 
exclusion of alternative interpretative schemas which have brought regulatory 
mechanism affected by Catholic formation into being (see Smith 1998). 
MAPPING THE CATHOLIC INFLUENCE UPON THE MARKET FIELD
What was the effi ciency of Catholic regulatory efforts to solve the coordination 
problems in the fi eld of markets after 1989? The crucial task seems to be related 
to the cooperation and competition problems. Did Catholic articulations play 
any signifi cant role in the development of personal networks and social capital 
when CEE countries were lacking an institution-based trust during the 1990s? 
Did Catholic actors manage to develop formal procedures for the production of 
trust, namely, through the distribution and establishment of ethical standards but 
also through formal standardizations on the companies and state’s institution 
level as a response to the surge of corruption after 1989? (e.g., Catholic actors 
in Poland were initiating campaigns and public debates to tame „wild capitalist 
market” that was not constrained by ethical regulations) (see Filipowicz 1997; 
Kosmicki 1996). 
The proposed research will examine the role of Catholic agency on the shaping 
the structures of the competition policy within the market (e.g., was the structure 
of the labor market remodeled according to the social convictions of Catholic 
social formation or not; did Catholic decision makers embrace option for the poor 
and vulnerable to improve conditions for socially excluded; did Catholic political 
agents impact the state’s regulatory practices in effort to restrain competition, 
infl uence state’s economic policy?)
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The proposed project will also explore the possible Catholic infl uence on the 
evaluation of the selected market products, the constitution of subject preferences. 
Is it possible to distinguish any effects of religious restrictions or convictions on 
the evaluation attitude? In this respect, it may be helpful to conduct empirical 
studies concerning superstitious and bigotry convictions that may have infl uenced 
some of market actions (e.g., in Poland during the 1990s there were widely 
circulating rumors on allegedly demonic infl uence of homeopathic drugs that may 
have shaped some Catholics preferences in the pharmacy market, there were also 
Catholic movements involved in overheated campaigns struggling to boycott IKEA 
products, Halloween toys for children, gothic style computer games, products 
containing heavy metal music etc).
The author of the proposed research following suggestions of Wuthnow 
(2005) considers qualitative data as a proper for understanding meanings of 
market actions to be revealed within the intersection between religion and 
economy. This approach applies for example while examining the effects of 
religious commitment of market actors on designing economic policies and 
market performances (e.g. in-depth interviews with Catholic politicians, Catholic 
businessmen, may help to learn if there were any religious, i.e., noneconomic 
criteria at work). 
Application of discourse analysis
The proposed project asserts that qualitative sociological approach may be 
reinforced by discourse analysis, which is a relevant analytical tool for the 
exploration of Catholic community’s role in governance practices. According to 
this approach discourse does not merely refl ect objects and relations pre-existing in 
the social fi eld, but constructs relations and identity of the objects (see Fairclough 
1992; van Dijk 2008). Discursive practices are meant as political or ideological 
articulations that organize the fi eld of intelligibility of the social problems 
including the social construction of normative horizon of society, group interests 
and functionality of markets. This insight is connected with linguistic turn in the 
social theory (see Howarth 2000; Best and Kellner 1997), but also is founded on 
the social ontological principle formulated by Gramsci (1971) who claimed that 
ideology resonates with people converting individuals into groups, provides them 
with the sense of the common interests and introduces interpretative schemes for 
grasping the meaning of social confl icts. 
Thus it is important to note that in this project the term ideology is defi ned not 
in a narrow sense of political practice (limited to political parties, governmental 
bodies etc.), but as a practice of articulation, which is instituting a given meaning 
for social macrostructures and social actions (see Mouffe 1993; Smith 1998). 
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Therefore the social action is explained in the interpretative tradition of discourse 
analysis as applied to social sciences, which examines the meaning that actions 
have for social actors. Following Wittgensteinian approach, which states that 
language games comprise both linguistic exchanges and actions in which they are 
embedded, the proposed project does not separate Catholic ideology from social 
performances carried out by Catholic community (Wittgenstein 1953 in: Laclau 
2005: 13). The objective of the proposed research is rather concentrated on the 
determination of the discursive frameworks through which Catholic movement 
was realizing its strategic goals within the fi eld of newly emerging mar kets and 
civil society (ibid). Discursive practices are ideological because they facilitate the 
sedimentation of contingently constructed meanings of social structures.
While mapping Catholic agency (e.g., expert networks, professionals, interest 
groups) in setting agenda/framing issue, it is also important to determine how they 
recruit participants, that is, how they construct specifi c discourse, which fi nds 
“points of resonance” with the public (see Hay 1995; de Young 2004). For example 
such a discourse constitutes preferences of market participants and affects them 
to protect or change certain market behaviors. This proposal is trying to apply 
discourse analysis and investigate the way Catholic articulations systematically 
formed the identities of market actors as well as shape of macrostructures. For 
example while examining the development of a particular valuation process that 
market participants have established it is important: (i) to delimit the historical 
fi eld of emergence of cultural transformations infl uenced by Catholic ideology 
that have changed or stabilized the way particular market products were valued, 
(ii) to establish the hegemonic nodal points (particular themes) which have been 
resonating with cognitive structures of social subjects (why particular themes have 
been successful in infl uencing a behavior in market context) and consumers have 
been able to develop confi dence in the value of particular products. 
In respect to the cooperation and competition problems it is proper to examine 
discursive frameworks which have functioned as a surface of inscription for a variety 
of social demands related to the Catholic agenda. How was Catholic movement 
able to solve the coordination problems, reduce social uncertainty and align others’ 
cognitive structures with its own agenda? This analytical operation will help to 
explore the question whether Catholic social formation was successful in inducing 
other social actors and institutions to cooperate with them while organizing the fi eld 
of formal standards that infl uenced economic activities in the exchange process. 
For example the proposed project drawing on REVACERN research fi ndings 
have shown a strong Catholic impact on social practices, which have formed a 
complex system of child protecting institutions that had also a visible commercial 
signifi cance. Catholic social formation was able to align various social subjects 
within the common hegemonic project related to childhood theme (see below).
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ANOMIE AND MORAL PANICS IN POLAND DURING THE EARLY 1990S
The emergence of Catholic governance practices in its empirical variety was 
conditioned by the state of anomie during the period of social change in the 1990s 
(see Szafraniec 2003; Sztompka 1999; Miszalska 1996; Miszalska and Piotrowski 
2006). Due to the anomie crisis existing narrative frameworks have lost their 
effi ciency in providing an ideological legitimacy for subject positions. The 
proposed project will attempt to show how Catholic practices focused on framing 
issues have functioned as surface of inscription for particular social demands 
that have exposed themselves as means of interpretation of the state of anomie. 
For example, at the fi nal stage of anti-cult moral panic the Catholic agenda was 
capable of interpellating social subjects and laying foundations of intelligibility 
for the social problems6.
The state of anomie has revealed itself as a dislocation, which has disrupted 
identifi cation of subject positions, but simultaneously it has brought about a 
productive aspect7. A dislocation has generated a process of re-articulation of new 
subject positions and reconstruction of the universe of the symbolic order that 
sutured effects of a dislocation. Hence important aspect of the proposed research 
will indicate that the process of reconstruction of the Catholic collective identities 
took place within the terrain of moral panic when the multiple categories of the 
Church’s enemies were constructed (see Ben Yehuda and Goode 1994; Tomphson 
1998; Critcher 2003). The reconstruction of the symbolic universe of Catholic 
social formation was gaining hold through strategy of identifying menace towards 
“Church, public morality, nation etc”. 
Anti-new religious movement moral panic
During 2008 and 2009 the author of the proposed project has been carrying out a 
research on the role of the Catholic governance practices that have shaped cognitive 
structures of the public in a context of the 1990s anti-cult moral panic in Poland8. 
Moral panic articulations have been located in institutional settings (the mass 
media, interest groups, politicians, church offi cials, cult survivors’ organizations), 
which have affected the way public identifi ed the enemies of the cherished 
normative system. These practices have led to the emergence of heterogenic anti-
cult formation composed from a variety of particular social subjects, both secular 
and religious. The Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights report on freedom 
of religion and conscience in Poland demonstrated that NRMs experienced 
discriminatory practices on regular basis (Mikulska 2002). Unconventional 
religious communities were refused to obtain permissions to organize their fests 
and events; they were very often unable to rent proper venues for their meetings 
due to the widespread anti-sect biases circulating among local authorities9. The 
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anti-cult hegemonic project eventually has managed to alter public regulations on 
NRMs in Poland.
While the anti-NRMs claims-making in Poland imitated the general symbolic 
structures of the Western anti-cult discourse practices (Richardson and Introvigne 
2001) nevertheless we may indicate some Eastern European peculiarities. An 
analysis of anti-NRMs moral panics in Poland discloses one typical pattern that is 
rather uncommon in the American and Western European anti-cult moral panics 
(e.g., medicalization and criminalization of religious deviance, childhood theme): 
the NRMs while being depicted as a menace towards Catholicism, at the same time 
they were presented as a threat towards the nation itself, and similarly: subversive 
attack on child was presented as an assault on the very essence of the Catholic 
nation (see Doktór 2002a). 
Hegemonic project and childhood theme
The author of the proposed project has delimited the discursive fi eld of the 
emergence of anti-sect hegemonic ideology which has functioned as a surface of 
inscription for a variety of social demands related to the anti-NRMs discourse. 
Besides the Catholic oriented institutions also secular ones have been embedded in 
the loose anti-sect common project: child supporters, secular counter-sect oriented 
experts, psychotherapeutic industry, social services, state bureaucratic complex, 
political formations, attorneys, mass media, law enforcement agencies. 
Therefore it has been crucial to establish the hegemonic nodal points which 
have been resonating with the public during the anomie crisis in Poland. It seems 
that the one of the crucial nodal points of the Catholic ideology that has been shared 
by different social subjects and has been resonating with the public consisted of 
childhood imagery. According to Jenkins beginning in the 1960s a major source of 
moral panics in European societies has been related to the abused children (Jenkins 
1992). The high value of children in contemporary Western countries (see Zelizer 
1994; Jenks 1996) and wide spread social control articulations on child abuse, 
sexual promiscuity, crisis of traditional ethics etc. have certainly facilitated such 
inter-discursive relationship between different social formations (see Parton 1985; 
Costin et al. 1996). 
For Catholic social agents have devised a set of complex articulation strategies 
that have brought into being an alliance of various interest groups and epistemic 
communities, the proposed project should expand the fi eld of research in order 
to cover a family resemblance of articulations that resulted in the construction of 
interrelated ideological formations. Only under the conditions of such ideological 
alliance one is capable to analyze the real scope of Catholic infl uence upon the 
institutions, social structures and market actions.
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SCHEME OF THE PROPOSED RESEARCH
The goal of the proposed research is meant to test consistency of the depicted 
above hypotheses with empirical data. On the one hand, it is going to be derivative 
analysis of the existing scientifi c fi les, documents, and research outcomes that have 
been produced by the Department of Religious Studies at the IFiS PAN during the 
ongoing project on the transformation and pluralisation of Polish Catholicism after 
1989. Additionally, the author of the proposed research is developing his insights 
that have been carried out during the REVACERN project. On the other hand, 
the author of the proposed research intends to conduct his own research, which 
will mostly consist of in-depth interviews with the mentioned representatives of 
Catholic community. In-depth qualitative interviews will be conducted with groups 
(25 persons of each group) especially prepared for the purpose of discussing a 
particular topic. Group participants will be selected on the basis of the experience 
and knowledge about the topic in concern. There will be also used in-depth 
interviews with small focus groups (5 persons). In the case of sensitive research 
issues individual interviews will be conducted. 
Discourse analysis of the available data will focus on the Catholic articulations 
that have established governance practices. This task will be undertaken in order 
to interpret the social construction of power relations and collective identities that 
have obtained hegemonic position.
NOTES
1  According to Haas (2007) epistemic communities comprise networks of knowledge-based 
experts who are engaged in framing issues/setting agenda, introduce certain policies and 
trigger public debates. Such communities include professionals from different fi elds who 
share similar beliefs and principles.
2  E.g., the researches of Hall (1992) and Thompson (1997) have shown that discourse 
analyses are relevant to moral panic theory approach.
3  The term “hegemony” in Gramscian use is reserved for those cases where a particular 
group succeeds in moving beyond its particular interests onto a universal terrain. 
According to this view different groups compete between themselves to temporarily 
give to their particular articulations a function of universal representation and institute 
the conditions of the possibility of exercising power, see Gramsci (1971).
4  See Hall, Smoczynski, Greskova, Goldberger (forthcoming).
5  For example the hegemonic process is fully visible when one examines the contemporary 
market struggle where objective standards of quality assessment are not legitimized 
by any fi nal ground or objective standards. The process of attaching a value to certain 
products represents a hegemonic logic, i.e., different market actors are involved in a 
market struggle that attempt to attribute a certain meaning and importance to selected 
goods. In other words, goods do not possess any objective value which would pre-exist 
hegemonic struggle defi ning their value, value attributions are contingent, and therefore 
the market struggle is at the same time competition of the political articulations. 
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Moreover, the successful hegemonic decision is able to impose a certain inter-subjective 
network of prestige and power related to particular value of goods.
6  I am drawing here on my analysis elaborated in the REVACERN fi nal report (in press, 
Walter de Gruyter).
7 On social dislocation see Stavrakakis (1999).
8  For the results of this project see Hall, Smoczynski, Greskova, Goldberger (forthcoming).
9  Just a few examples from The Helsinki Foundation report (Mikulska 2002): Town 
Council of Lublin issued an order, which banned renting a venue in the Folklore House 
for The Czaitanya Mission Institute of Self-Knowledge. In 2000 councilor in Bielsko-
Biała protested against possible involvement of members of Krishna movement during 
the city fest who in his opinion “poses a threat towards a youth”. In 1998 mayor of 
Reval dismissed the possibility of organizing the festival of India’s culture because as he 
claimed „organizers belong to the International Society for Krishna Consciousness and 
it may compromise children’s safety”. In the similar vein authorities in Bialystok refused 
acceptance of renting a room for Pentecostal Church in the Center for Youth Culture. The 
same denomination was unable to rent a place in Rypin. Out of 58 denominations which 
were surveyed by the Helsinki Foundation’s researchers 25 were victimized by various 
acts of vandalism and hooliganism.
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